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Global Overview of Violence Against Women and Girls

In 2024 alone, 
83,300 women 
and girls were 
intentionally 
killed worldwide.
(UNODC AND UN 
WOMEN, 2025)

Of the 83,300 
women and girls 
intentionally killed 
in 2024, about 
50,000 were 
killed by intimate 
partners or family 
members, which 
represents 60% 
of the total. 
(UNODC AND UN 
WOMEN, 2025)

Across the world, 
an average of 137 
women and girls 
were killed every 
day by an intimate 
partner or close 
family member. 
(UNODC AND UN 
WOMEN, 2025)

While men face 
a higher risk of 
homicide in public 
spaces, women 
and girls continue 
to be at greater 
risk inside their 
own homes. 
(UNODC AND UN 
WOMEN, 2024)

Globally, it is 
estimated that by 
2023, 24.7%  
of women aged 15 
or older who have 
ever been married 
or in a relationship 
have experienced 
physical or sexual 
violence by an 
intimate partner 
at some point in 
their lives, and 
11.4% in the 
last 12 months. 
(WHO, 2025)
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In 2024, Latin America and the Caribbean reached  
78.6% in legal frameworks that promote, enforce, and monitor 
gender equality in the area of violence against women.
(ECLAC–UNITED NATIONS, 2025)

  In Latin America
•	 20 countries have classified femicide as a criminal offense  
   in their legislation

•	 14 have comprehensive laws on violence
•	 16 have banned child marriage without exceptions
•	 Only nine countries have established reparation measures for 

dependents of victims
(ECLAC, 2025)

Latin America and the Caribbean: Overview 
of Violence against Women and Girls

LEGAL FRAMEWORKS

78.6%

FEMINICIDE/FEMICIDE

In 2024, at least  
3,828 women were 
victims of femicide in  
26 countries and territories 
across Latin America and 
the Caribbean. This equals 
11 femicides per day.
(ECLAC, 2025)

In Latin American countries, 
as of 2024, the highest 
femicide rate was 4.3 
per 100,000 women 
(Honduras), followed by 
1.9 (Guatemala) and 1.5 
(Dominican Republic). 
The lowest rate was 0.4 
per 100,000 women 
(Chile), followed by 0.8 
(Colombia and Paraguay) 
and 0.9 (Ecuador and Peru).
(ECLAC, 2025)

In 2024, fourteen countries 
in Latin America and the 
Caribbean recorded  
at least 5,502 cases  
of attempted femicide 
or femicide attempts.
(ECLAC, 2025)



DEATHS OF WOMEN CAUSED BY THEIR PARTNER OR EX-PARTNER

Between 2022 and 2023, according to the 
latest available data from 15 countries  in Latin 
America, the rate of deaths of women caused 
by their partner or ex-partner ranged between 
0.4 and 1.2 per 100,000 women.
(ECLAC, 2025)

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS

As of 2023, an estimated 
23.5% of women aged 
15 or older in Latin America 
and the Caribbean who 
have ever been married 
or in a relationship have 
experienced physical 
or sexual violence by 
an intimate partner 
at least once in their 
lives, and 6.5% in 
the past 12 months.
(WHO, 2025)

As of 2023, an estimated 
22.8% of women aged 
15 to 49 in Latin America 
and the Caribbean who 
have ever been married 
or in a relationship have 
experienced physical or 
sexual intimate partner 
violence at least once in 
their lives, and 7.2% 
in the past 12 months.
(WHO, 2025)

In the region,  
13.5% of women over 
the age of 15 have 
experienced sexual 
violence by someone 
other than a partner at 
some point in their lives, 
and 5.2% in the past 
12 months (2023).
(WHO, 2025)

CHILD MARRIAGE AND EARLY UNIONS

•	 ARGENTINA
•	 BRAZIL
•	 CHILE
•	 COLOMBIA
•	 COSTA RICA
•	 CUBA
•	 ECUADOR
•	 EL SALVADOR

•	 HONDURAS
•	 NICARAGUA
•	 PANAMA
•	 PARAGUAY
•	 PERU
•	 DOMINICAN 

REPUBLIC
•	 URUGUAY

23.5% 22.8% 13.5%

In Latin America and the 
Caribbean, 20.8% of women 
aged 20 to 24 were married or in 
a union before turning 18 (2024).
(ECLAC–UNITED NATIONS, 2025)

In the region, 4.1% of women 
aged 20 to 24 were married or in 
a union before turning 15 (2024).
(ECLAC–UNITED NATIONS, 2025)



ONLINE GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN WITH PUBLIC VOICES

80% of women with public 
voices interviewed said they 
limited their participation on 
social media, choosing not to 
comment or speak on specific 
topics to avoid attacks.
(UN WOMEN, 2022).

40% reported self-
censoring, avoiding writing or 
speaking about issues within 
their professional expertise 
because of digital violence.
(UN WOMEN, 2022)

Impact on Integrity and Safety, Both Online and Offline

80% of participants 
feared for their physical 
integrity, and even their 
lives, as a result of 
threats received online.
(UN WOMEN, 2022)

50% noted that digital 
violence spilled over 
into the physical world, 
including direct threats, 
harassment during 
field reporting, or non-
consensual photography 
in public spaces.
(UN WOMEN, 2022)

1 in every 5 digital 
messages received 
by women with public 
voices contains some 
form of violence.
(UNDP, SEGIB, 2025)

Types of Attacks

All the women interviewed 
reported being targeted 
with hate speech and violent 
messages that combined 
machismo, misogyny, and, 
in many cases, racism.
(UN WOMEN, 2022)

The attacks frequently included 
threats of sexual violence and 
the sharing of intimate images 
without consent, used as a 
tool to discipline and silence 
women in the public sphere.
(UN WOMEN, 2022)

Impact on Freedom of Expression and Self-Censorship



References

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Feminicide Violence in 
Figures, Latin America and the Caribbean 2024.

World Health Organization (WHO), Violence Against Women Prevalence Estimates, 2023.

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), UN Women, Femicides in 2023: Global 
Estimates of Female Intimate Partner or Family Member Homicides, 2024.

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), UN Women, Femicides in 2024: Global 
Estimates of Female Intimate Partner or Family Member Homicides, 2025.

UN Women, Online Gender-Based Violence against Women with Public Voices: Impact on Freedom of 
Expression, 2022.


